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THE CONVERSATION US

Academic rigor, journalistic flair

Michael Benedik
Office of the Provost
Texas A&M University

The Conversation US — what is it? O

* A new model that brings together best of both
academic and journalistic worlds.

* Aninternational network — TCUS launched October
2014

* Independent and non profit: supported by 10
foundations and 24 universities

* A small, start-up team of 12 editors in Boston,
Atlanta & New York.

* Texas A&M is a founding partner
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The Conversation US — Founding

Furding Partrasrs

hhml [ Knight Foundation mnm.r.uﬂ SIMONS
Foward Fughes Voenbanion
Macical insitute

Fonrsing Partrars

BINGHAMTON m mm WESTERN UF it
i RESERVE Ge

0

UMASS
AMHERST

Tux Owio Stame
- Usovemsar
Pennstate . 0
O runcer: b Tufts UMIVERSITY
- LITGERS TF -]
T VANDERBILT
UNIVERSITY
Members
g won==Drake OHON suwis UMBCT ot O wid ot T i
Sratepa Parrens Technolegy Partrars. Meda Parrers
Journalist's
Resource
, [y

The Conversation US — what is it?

THE CONVERSATION

Arts + Culturs  Economy + Business Education  Environment + Energy  Health + Madicine _ Politics + Soclety Sclence + Technology  Election 2016

% Follow Topics Zika Wikdfire Economic inequality 2016 US Presidential Election Robots US gun control  policing in America  GM food

9/11 15th anniversary Rio Paralympics 2016

Rio 2016
Paralympics

Read our coverage

Columnists
No one - not even the poorest person
on earth - lacks the means to Fj'
be generous. Richard Gunderman,

There is no chance Philas's
instruments will work, so why do we
care so much? Monlca Grediar
Andrew J. Hoffman — “The sclentific community has
been unable or unwilling to explain their findings”

Jay L. Zagorsky — “A common misperception sbout
Labor Day is we all get a day off. If only it were so”

Command under altéck' W'hat we;ve learned since 9/11

about managmg crises

* Leonard, Harvard University; Amold M. Howitt, Harvard University, Christine Cole.
3 m Joseph W. Pleder, Harvard University Research and Expert Database o
jement 5)’! em (NIMS), created after 9/11, heped govenment agences
respond 10 large-scale e'nerg-em:es including mass shootngs and the Bm 100 Marathon mmbrg

More columnists

Find expents with knowiacge in:
bow the oain of 043 still stays with o
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Improving the public discourse o

“As the president of one of our country’s leading
research university systems, | believe it is now
incumbent on the academic community to ensure that
the work and voices of researchers are front and center
in the public square.”

Janet Napolitano L‘{ ‘ i ‘_B'

Why more scientists are needed in the

publlc square - f"'

In this presidential election season, one thing is certain: candidates will

rarely - if ever — be asked what they would do to keep this nation at the

D racevor 417 forefront of science and innovation.

That's a shame.

o

* Enrich the public discourse. Academics: leave your ivory towers and
pitch your work to the media

* Share knowledge in
are kn T —— e —— rr—
universities. S e i S e e

» Explain big problems, offer
solutions.

* Give academics a voice in
scientific, cultural debates.
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O

Increase the visibility of you and your research with other media and other
researchers (your reputation and institutional prestige)

Extend the reach of your research
Improve communication skills (learn from journalists)

Demonstrate public engagement and impact of research and teaching to
university

TCUS: How we’re distinct editorially @

Twin editorial aspirations:
* Complement the news agenda: scholars give insight and context to
stories in the headlines.
* Set the public agenda: by sharing research and new thinking.

All writers = researchers affiliated with academic institutions.
Editors = journalists.

Not an op-ed but explanatory journalism

An editorial collaboration between scholar and journalist. This is about our
authors’ voices but both sides must approve final copy.
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Powerful republishing model o

* Other media free to read and to republish through Creative Commons
license

* Monthly unique visits to site: over half a million

* Through republication: over five million reads per month.

* Daily newsletter recipients: 32,000

* Dedicated “audience development” pros promote stories on social media

and with republishers

Regular republishers @
SCIENTIFIC

TIME YHE HUFFINGTON POST
@he Washington Post
MEETAH QUARTZ RAW

- STORY
0
LA

guardian wustovee
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Republication Example

Is technology making us dumber or smarter? Yes

June 17, 2016 10.41am EDT

Author
Jonathan Coopersmith
sor of History,
a r
w t, own shares in
oraton et
wouid benefi from ths artcle.
iatons beyond

LT

I this happening to us? And s i good?

Toxas ALM Univarsity provides
funding 25 & founding partner of

The Conversation U

The Gonversation's partners

View pantners of The
Conversaiicn

Republish this article

We beteve in the free flow of
informatcn. Wa Use s Creative
Commans Atouion

= Ems Editor's note: This articleis part of our collaboration with Point Taken, a new progrom an repubish ou artces for

88, Crn Of In BAOL
W Twtier 62 from WGBH that will next air on Tuesday, June 21 on PBS and online at phs.ong. The

W Facebook (87 show fearures fact-based debate an major issues of the day, without the shouting. < ]
in Lnkedin 48

& Pret The smastpho x hand enables you

your phone, you can
s and accomplish thousands o

Republication Example

LATEST MAGAZINE VIDEOS D

Your Smartphone Is Making You
‘\ Dumber

L SIGNIN | SUBSCRIBE

IDEAS TECHNOLOGY

Your Smartphone Is Making You Dumber
Who’s your Jonathan Coopersmith, Texas A&M University / The Conversation “ - n - m

US Open alter ego?
@ But also more productive —‘

The smartphone in your hand
enables you to record a video, edit
it and send it around the world.
With your phone, you can navigate
Watch Sully the Hudson River in cities, buy a car, track your vital
Alrline Pilot Star as Tom Hanks in signs and accomplish thousands of
e Movle of His Life other tasks. And so?

How to Turn Life's Challenges Into . . s
Play Each of those activities used to
demand learning specific skills and
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So how do you do this?

*Where do our stories come from?
*How can we help you think like a journalist

THE CONVERSATION

Academic rigor, journaistic flair

Expert Requests T

morning you will receive this email ksting the stories we are pursuing and
seeking your suggestions for academic writers.

in addition to your pitches, today we are looking for:

* Sent daily to media relations teams 1. Politics and Society: As the showdown over the empty Supreme Court
seat and the debate over whether the Court has become more politically
partisan continue, we are locking for a scholar who can shed light on public
attitudes toward the Supreme Court and how they have evolived over time.
In what years, for example. was trust in the Court at a high point? at a low
point? and why?

* Topics we’d like to cover, but haven’t yet it Mot oo il i ki skl

Timeline: Please be in touch befcre the end of the week

identified the right Sch0|a r 2. Politics and Society: Donald Trump and indeed all the GOP candidates

are vociferous in their denunciation of the government (particularty the
federal government). There may have ahvays been a distrust of the central
authorities in US history but have we now reached a nadir in the
. . ) relationship between the people and Washington? We are interested in
° Re|y on media relations deep know|edge of scholars who can look at this relationship and place it in historical context -
whether it be from the perspective of opinion surveys or popular culture.
Contact: Maria Balinska maria balinska®@theconversation.com

faculty to help us connect with good experts Timaline: Piaase be in touch by end of week

3. Arts and Culture: In a recent Psychology Today article, a writer used a
German term — backpfeifengesicht (literally. a *face in need of a good
punch”) — to describe Ted Cruz. We're looking for an academic to write a

H ’ short article that highlights some of the quirkiest / most interesting German
* Contact us before writing - don’t send full drafts  Jegegsemmnen s wme ol e ey Tomt rieresioe
constructions? In English, why can’t there be similar words for complex
feelings or extremely specific things?
Contact: Nick Lehr nick.lehr@theconversation.com
Timeline: 600 word draft submitted by March 3

4. Sci and gy: Pi Day hes! Calling mathematicians,
engineers, and physicists: what is known or possible only because we
understand Pi? What important discoveries were made based on our
knowledge of Pi?

Contact: Jeff inglis jeff.ingis@theconversation.com

Timeline: Contact editor by Friday. March 4

Ari Fertig
Editorial Liaison
The Conversation US




11/9/2016

Pitch a story O

e Write 1-3 sentence summary of the piece

e Assume a reader has no interest: explain why we should care

e Search the site: have we already covered this angle?

* How does your research add to the discussion already happening in the
media?

* Don’t write before you’ve heard or spoken to an editor — more likely to be

accepted as pitch than full article

Pitching — 4 important questions e

e |s it of general interest?
* Are you an expert on the topic?
e |s it timely?

e Can you cover it in 1,000 words?




11/9/2016

Types of stories

* News analysis — reaction to the news

* Report and explain new research/science
e Ideas from academia

e Part of a series in-depth series

* An “explainer” of topical issue

O

News analysis

* Reaction to an event or scholarly take to the news

David Duke, Donald Trump and the dog whistle
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New published research

New autism research: a nutrient called carnitine
might counteract gene mutations linked with
ASD risks

[er——
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ugung Tk i Lancing o
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ual cost aunciaied with ASD in the United

Cutting-edge ideas

Moving exoskeletons from sci-fi into medical ;

rehabilitation and therapy 1

o
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The art of the news peg

*Why now? An ongoing trend, an event, an anniversary?

How does a computer know where you're looking?

hy Prince's music will become more accessible

An example would be discussing recent Nobel Prizes 7

dy chowit wams & waming about & eyeliu aboy
henelr

The “explainer

* Pegged to recent events
* Based on your expertise

* Gets reader up to speed

, o

Four quotes from the sixth GOP presidential debate,
explained by experts

"-','““"'

\.

Dt Gt AT & oatad weh
Baraars Srmegy i

Vi A, Jaedier s, 8l
Filrarve: S gger 0 ran wars for.

ki you Gk ar she “line of migrasiam, o vor ma wamen. #here are the woment { ws na
omen. [ set itrong pewerfis men.” - Donaid Trump
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Author’s f

Requirements
Headline
Saving lives by letting cars talk to each other

Collaborators =+

Ch  Jdeftingis

H B 1 B + = 2 1,881 words @ Readability o, Edtor
The [death of a person] (http://www.nytimes.com/2816/07/61/business/self-driving- m Husi Pang TeeE
tesla-fatal-crash-investigation.htnl) earlier this year while driving with Ly Bt =
Autopilet in a Tesla sedan, along with [news of more crashes]
{http://www.bbc.com/news/technology-36783345) involving Teslas operating in Interviewses +
Autopilet, has triggered a torrent of [concerns about the safety of self-driving

Disclosures + Husl Peng | (¥ Edit

inal approval

concerns-about-self-driving-cars).

cars] (http://www.npr.org/2016/07/81/484381632/tesla~autopilot-crash-raises-

Husi Pang recaives funding fram 80 companies — their
membarship fee supports the research and

THE CONVERSATION "awrmes

Dashboard

Texas AZM University

Institutional metrics

Made possible by ,

The Conversation Analytics is currently in beta. We welcome your feedback / suggestions, and are here to halp.

Alm

TEXAS A&M

1,016,456 55
Reads Articles

November 12 2014 — November 7 2016 v

by
48 450
Authors Comments

12
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Institutional metrics

TOP SECTIONS

By Reads By Articles
Arts + Culture 240,808 Economy + Businass 13 8 A
— o 8
sdas
Science + Technology 217,008 Politics + Society 11 w 'ﬁ: =
L L
Haslth + Madicine 153,747 Haalth + Madicine 8 B & l'
| | L LT
'
Palitics + Socisty 154,964 Science + Technology 7
|
Election 2016 143,914 Arts + Culture T

Get in touch! @)

www.theconversation.com

Pitch via their web site:
https://theconversation.com/pitches/new

Feel free to contact me directly:
Michael Benedik
benedik@tamu.edu
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